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4+ Dy the King. 


A Proclamation for agenerall Faſttobee ſo- 


lemnized throughout this Realme 
of England. 


— le Kings moſt Excellent Maleſtie, hauing 


by Dis Vopall Authozitp aſſembled Bis high Court of Parlia⸗ 
ment, in that great Councell which is the repꝛeſentatine body of 
bis whole Bingdome, to Conſult, Debate, and Conclude of 
thoſe weightp, and moft impoztant matters, which concerne the 
A! 3102p of God, the Honour of the King, the laketie of his King⸗ 
domes, and luppoꝛt ok His Friends and Apes. Taking into 

ls moſt pions and Pꝛiutely conſideration the pꝛeſent ſtate of the 
true Religion, and of the affaires of Chziſtendome, Þimſclfe , His people, His Friendsand 
Allyes, being imbarked in an open warre, with potent and vigilant enemies although Hee 
neither doth, noz will neglect any ozdinary meanes, Which may tondute to their iuſt defence, 
yet Hee neither doeth, noz will make His reltante vpon the arme of fleſh, but in His pꝛi⸗ 
uate deuotions dayly lifteth vp His heart and hands to God, who is the King of kings, and 
TLoꝛd of hoſtes, from him to begge and obtaine a bleſſing bpon His Counlels and indea⸗ 
uours, and to take His owne caule into his owne hand. Yet to the end, that in a tommon 
talamitie, wherein Hunce and people are innolued, both Paince and people might humble 
themlelues befoze Almighty God, and be reconciled vnto him, His Maieſtie being mooued 
thereto by the ioynt petitton of His Loꝛds and Commons in Parliament , Himleife in his 
owne pierie ta incunen g ro ſo religious and ſeaſonable a motion, atctoꝛding to the examples 
of all Sous us in foꝛiner ages, in like calcs, hath relolued, and doeth hereby tommand a 
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generall and publique Faſt to de Held and ſolenmized th:ovghout this whole Land, in ſuch 
manner as hereafter is directed and pꝛelcribed, that ſo both B:ince and people, euen the whole 
kingdome as one man, map offer bnto Almighty God, their hearty + bnfained thanks foꝛ his 
manifold merties foꝛmerly vouchlafed vnto them, t may powꝛe out their ſupplications with 
ſtrong tries, vnto Him, who is able to deliuer in times of greateſt difficulty and danger, to lend 
a bleſſing bpon the Counſelsof this great aſſcmbly, to pꝛoſper their Actions and indeauo2s, 
and to diuert thoſe tudgements, which the finnes ofthis Land haue wozthily deſcrued. 

To this purpoſe His moſt excellent Maieſtie hath conſulted with His reuerend 2Biſhops, 
and to the end ſo Religions an exerciſe may bee perfozmed with all decencte and vnifozmitte, 
His Maieſtie hath reſolued vpon a graue and Religious fozme of ſolemnizing thereof ; 
which His ropall plealure Hee doeth hereby publiſh and declare to all his louing Subiccts, 
and doeth ſtraitly charge and commaund, That on Saturday next being the fift day of 
Apꝛill this faſt bee Religiouſty-and ſolemnely obſerued and celebzated in the Cities of Lon⸗ 
don and Weſtminſter, Bozough of Southwarke, and other places adiacent, wherein His 
Maieſtie in His Royallperſon, and with His owne Fatnily and Vopall houſchold, will giue 
an example to the reſt of His people: And that on Munday the one and Twentieth of the 
ſame Moneth of Apꝛill che like be kept and duely oblerued, thꝛoͤughout the reſt of this whole 
Realineof England and Dominion of Wales. And foz the moze o:derly folemntzing thereof 
without confuſion, His Maieſtie, by the aduite of his Reuerend Biſhops, hath directed to bee 
compoſed, pꝛinted, and publiſhed,the fozme of ſuch Pꝛayers and publique Exhoꝛtations as he 
thinketh fit to bee vſed in all Churches and places at theſe publique Meetings; And he hath 
ginen charge to Hts Biſhops to diſperſe the ſame thꝛoughout His whole Kingdome. All 
which, His Maieſtie doeth expꝛellely charge and command. ſhall be reuerently and deuoutly 
perfo2med by all his louing Subiects, as they tender the fanour of Almighty God, and 
would avoyd his iuſt indignation againſt this Land; and vpon payne of ſuch puniſhments, 
as His Maieſtie can iuſtlp inflict vpon all ſuch, as ſhall contemne o2 neglect ſo Relicious 
a Worke. 


Giuen at Our Court at White-Hall, the nine and rwentieth day of March in the fourth yeere of Our 
Reigne of Great Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the Ning. 
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ters to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
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